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INTRODUCTION 
Liturgy does not frequently pose questions. 

You can certainly find some question marks in an odd liturgy here or there. Many denominations 

include rites for commissioning or baptism that use questions—the kind where the respondent is 

supposed to say, “I will, and I ask God to help and guide me.” Perhaps you’ve even invited people 

to respond to your sermons with questions of their own. 

But as we’ve noted in our Questions, Translated section, there are loads of question types. Questions 

do something that declaratives simply do not. They invite dialogue, transformation, and disruption. 

They are unruly, feisty, slippery. They establish relationships and break relationships alike, for they 

open an uncertain distance between the asker and the hearer. 

Maybe that’s why most of our liturgies ride on declaratives. There’s much more certainty when we 

• profess what we believe, rather than mention what makes us doubt;  

• confess or admit our sins, rather than wonder about those we have not counted; 

• sing our praise, rather than question our—or God’s—faithfulness. 

 

To that end, even our hymns rarely use questions—or if they do, they tend toward those that are 

rhetorical. Occasionally we might ask, “How can I keep from singing?” But we already know the 

answer: We can’t!  

Our prayers are, perhaps, the most natural occasion for open questions in the traditional worship 

environment. Yet even these tend to sound like our extended corporate monologue of requests. 

Because of all this, liturgy often suggests that little questioning is welcome or that questions are best 

confined to those types easily answered in the moment.  

We know that no healthy relationship can exist without questions. Why do we worship God as 

though this were not the case? 



 

In this liturgy, we’ve tried to layer questions of every kind. Some are drawn directly from the 

scripture, just as Christians have often based liturgy on declaratives in scripture. But you’ll also find 

the following:  

• A small set of suggestions for how you can build responses and questions into your 

sermons, 

• Opportunities for open questions for the worshiper to consider in the Confession and 

Forgiveness, 

• A framework for the affirmation of faith that invites people to answer questions about their 

faith using the traditional words of the Apostles’ Creed, 

• Some of the back-and-forth dialogue made possible by questions in a Thanksgiving for 

Baptism patterned after Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well in John 4, 

• An acknowledgment that we hold some consistent questions—like what God does with our 

gifts—in our Prayer after the Offering, 

• A Eucharistic Prayer that recaptures the types of questions Jesus’ friends used to set the 

table at the Last Supper, and 

• A Sending that features a different open question for the congregation to carry into each 

week. 

You’ll find other ways to bring questions into worship throughout other Lenten resources, including 

our Midweek Worship and Daily Devotional Guide. 

As we’ve written elsewhere, this is not an exhaustive catalog of questions that are useful for worship, 

nor does it index every type of question found in the scripture readings for Lent this year. But we 

hope you find it useful without feeling exhausting. We hope it opens new avenues for dialogue 

between your people and God.  

As always, use what you want! Cut out the rest! And, permit us to ask you, What did you love? What 

could we have done better? And how did you use it best? Tell us at contact@barngeeseworship.com. 

 

 
  



 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

When God made us, 

God knew what we needed to thrive. 

God made the earth creative and abundant. 

And God gave us partners  

for the planting,  

for the harvest,  

for the meal.  

 

But when God gives us an orchard, 

we hunger for more.  

 

Please join me  

as we confess our sins together. 

 

First, consider:  

Where have you gone wrong this week? 

 

How have you harmed  

your relationship with God, 

with your neighbor, 

and with yourself? 

 

 

[Silence for reflection.] 

 

 

Now we confess our sins together. 

 

We know we have harmed each other 

and damaged our relationship with you. 

But we fear  

that admitting our sin 

will only drive us  

deeper into isolation. 

 

So we sneak a bite  

from the fruit  

that is not ours to take. 

Then we throw away the evidence 

of our disloyal decisions. 



 

We create distractions 

to hide what we have done. 

We point our fingers at  

the faults of others. 

We interrogate those  

who have no reason to lie.  

 

And we avoid you. 

 

God, you are perfect and holy. 

But we are imperfect and lonely. 

And you know 

we have broken trust, 

abandoned faith, 

invested in lies. 

You always discover  

the wreckage  

that bears our fingerprints. 

And our shame feels more intimate 

than your love. 

 

What have we done? 

 

Is it too late  

to receive your forgiveness? 

 

Friends, even when we sin, 

God does not accuse. 

God only asks  

what we have done 

so we can set down our guilt.  

 

And God only asks where we have gone 

because God wants to bring us back. 

 

+ Jesus died to reveal the limitless depth  

of God’s love. 

 

You can doubt this love.  

But you can never change the truth of it. 

 



 

God knows all and forgives all. 

 

The only question that remains 

is whether we can accept  

love so freely given. 

 

We do.  

We embrace your mercy, 

and we thank you, God.  

 

---END OF SAMPLE--- 


