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INTRODUCTION  

FOR WORSHIP PLANNERS 
 

If you’re drawing on our suggestions for Sunday morning worship, you’ll have a feast of scripture 

every week. You’ll find a buffet of questions and a smorgasbord of wondering. 

In Midweek Worship, we’re setting the table for a more modest meal. Each week we invite you to 

zoom in on one question and one snippet of the much longer story your community will hear on 

Sunday morning. Since most of us enjoy additional flexibility in midweek services, we’ll also make 

room for additional conversation. Congregants can explore and practice the kind of questions they 

begin to engage on Sunday mornings. You may enjoy this format if you preach every week, because 

it allows you to elaborate on a single dimension of the story and it engages the voices of the whole 

congregation.  

The shape of this service is sparse to allow for all the additional dialogue. We begin with 

conversation as part of the Gathering rite to prepare worshipers for deeper conversation in response 

to the sermon, your homily, a reflection, or whatever else you prepare for your midweek service.  

To assist your preparation and your congregation’s conversation, we’ve built a guide to each week’s 

discussion. In selecting each week’s scripture, we’ve chosen to spotlight a particular theme from 

Sunday’s long readings. We give a series of questions about questions to prompt your own 

homiletical preparation. Then we provide a way for your whole congregation to practice asking or 

discussing the types of questions identified in the reading. 

We hope you can see this technique is easily adaptable to any type of question you find particularly 

motivating. Maybe you will find yourself digging into a question that we never considered for your 

Sunday sermon. Use your midweek worship to invite the congregation to further explore that 

question with you!  



 

We want you to become bold questioners, courageously living into uncertainty, eagerly trusting one 

another by sharing the questions that make you feel vulnerable… because even the questions that 

seem most frightening can build and strengthen our faith. 

 

A NOTE ON HOLY WEEK 

In our experience, the shape of worship services during Holy Week connects most deeply to the 

worship tradition in our individual communities. Because of this, we don’t expect you to follow this 

pattern of worship, and we’re not recommending a particular format for your Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday, Easter Vigil, or Easter Sunday worship. However, by that point you will know this Midweek 

Worship pattern well enough to recognize whether you should extend it into those worship services. 

WORSHIP SAMPLE 
 

GATHERING 

Greetings to you  

in the name of 

God,  

 the Beginning of Our Wonder,  

Jesus, 

 the Answer to Our Imperfection,  

the Holy Spirit,  

 the Response to Our Great Longing.  

 

OPENING DIALOGUE  

At each Lenten midweek worship service,  

we’re going to relax into conversation.  

 

We want to  

talk to one another. 

 

And we want to dialogue with God.  

 

So turn to the person closest to you. 

 

Welcome each other to worship  

through this question. 

 



 

• Week One: Did anything make you feel like hiding today? 

• Week Two: What part of your day has left you with unresolved questions? 

• Week Three: How was your day? 

• Week Four: What burdens do you carry today? 

• Week Five: What kept you waiting today? 

 

GREETING 

Why are we here? 

To seek the God who loves us. 

 

What do we hope to find? 

A welcoming friend, 

a gentle stranger, 

a place for our questions, 

and a home for our hopes. 

 

God be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

HYMN 
 

WORD  

We provide a different scripture focus and way to practice each week. See below for a complete week-by-week guide. 

 

---END OF WORSHIP SAMPLE--- 

  



 

WEEKLY CONVERSATION GUIDE SAMPLE 
 

WEEK ONE: QUESTIONS THAT DIVIDE, QUESTIONS THAT BIND 

Scripture 

Genesis 3:1-4, 6-11 

 

Questions About Questions  

Can you remember a time when a question drove you apart from someone? Can you remember a 

time when a question brought you closer?  

 

Practice  

Ask a question that will bring you closer to someone you already know 

The invitation: Choose someone you know in the room. You do not have to know them well, but 

you should know their name. If you do not know your conversation partner, begin by introducing 

yourself. Now ask them any question that will help you get to know them better. 

 

---END OF CONVERSATION GUIDE SAMPLE--- 


