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ASK: A SERIES INTRODUCTION  
LENT 2023, YEAR A 

Justin Kosec 

 

At some point in every Christian’s life, they discover a question.  

 

You know the kind. 

 

Not How are you? or What kind of toothpaste should I buy? 

 

But What really happens when we die? 

 

Or Why does this terrible stuff happen to people who do their best to follow God? 

 

Or How could God forgive me after what I’ve done? 

 

Or How do I know what God wants me to do next? 

 

You know. That kind of question. 

 

In my experience, people often feel isolated when they discover that type of question, as if they are 

the only ones asking it. For whatever reason, questions like this often feel like obstacles to our faith. 

They may feel forbidden, out-of-bounds. In the Bible, we read about characters like Job and 

Nicodemus asking questions that sound like ours, only to hear what sounds like a very touchy 

response from God. 

 

But what if faith requires us to ask questions? 

 

What if questions are an essential part of our personal faith?  

 

What if we need questions to survive and grow as a community of faith? 

 

You want to go there, don’t you? You want to believe that dialogue with God, relationship with God, 

requires questions.  

 

Well, guess what? You’re in good company. 
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When we read scripture carefully, we discover questions everywhere. Hundreds of questions. 

Questions are created in the Garden of Eden. In the Gospel of John, the first thing Jesus says to 

someone after his resurrection is a question.  

 

Like people, these questions come in every type. Some are pesky. Some prefer to hide in the 

shadows and never be noticed. Some shout loudly, repeatedly, and beg attention. Some walk with us 

to the grave. Similarly, like people, once you start engaging questions, you quickly discover how hard 

they are to understand. Questions are hard to pigeonhole. They defy stereotyping. And no matter 

how hard we like to think they can stand alone, they almost always require some kind of relationship. 

 

Once you start noticing questions, once you start looking for them in the lectionary, you see them 

everywhere. Everyone has one, even if they keep it in their back pocket or tightly trapped behind 

their teeth. Biblical people have plenty of questions, too.  

 

So what can we do with that? 

 

Here’s our answer: this series called Ask. In this Lenten season, you’ll find something for every 

person who’s ever had a question about their faith. Here is material you can use to let these 

questions guide your community’s life together in worship and prayer:  

• Preachers’ Notes for every week, including Ash Wednesday, Palm Sunday, Maundy 

Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday, each focused on the questions that drive the 

readings (and the relationships between the people in those readings) 

• Sunday Morning Liturgy featuring questions of every kind 

• Midweek Worship for furthering your dialogue through the week 

• A Daily Devotional Guide where readers will encounter questions designed to help them 

learn, meditate, and pray 

• A guide for Ashes to Go, which provides considerations for starting your own version of 

this meaningful Ash Wednesday ministry 

In this document, we’ve stitched together several other resources to deepen your personal study and 

your congregation’s conversations: 

• A guide to the season’s readings to help your congregation immerse itself in the 

wonderful biblical narratives of Lent Year A, which are filled with questions 

• A full index of every question in the readings 

• An article that works toward our definition of questions; details how they work; suggests 

where these question types appear; and gives you useful language for your own leadership, 

Bible studies, and more 
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Through all this I hope you’ll discover, as we have, that questions are far from obstacles to our faith. 

Questions are the fuel that provide spark, energy, and momentum for our relationship with God and 

with each other.  
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QUESTIONS, TRANSLATED 
APPROACHING BIBLICAL QUESTIONS IN LENT 2023, YEAR A 

Victoria Larson 

This section started with one innocent question. We wondered, Is it possible to put together a 

taxonomy of questions for this Lent series?  

Imagine a vacuum-sealed bag of packing peanuts, all squished and tidy and compact. Now imagine 

opening that bag.  

That is what our question did. We asked one little question, and a whole bunch more spilled out. 

The Barn Geese Worship writers had metaphorical packing peanuts everywhere, littering our brains 

with questions about linguistics and rhetoric and translation and what questions even do, anyway. 

This mess helped sharpen the purpose of this section: we provide a tiny taxonomy of questions in 

this series. But we have two additional purposes. First, we’d like to release you, dear reader, from the 

sense that you must be an expert on questions as a linguistic and rhetorical category in order to 

engage with this series. Second, we’d nevertheless like to hand you a few linguistic and rhetorical 

considerations, useful for when you encounter the questions of Lent in the biblical wild. When you 

exegete your preaching texts this Lent or when you approach Lenten questions with small groups, 

we want you to be ready in case the packing peanuts explode on you too.  

Let’s start with the obvious.  

WHAT IS A QUESTION? [NOT INCLUDED IN SAMPLE] 

WHAT DO QUESTIONS DO? [NOT INCLUDED IN SAMPLE] 

QUESTION TYPES [NOT INCLUDED IN SAMPLE] 

TOWARD A SIMPLE TAXONOMY 
Once you start asking these kinds of questions about your questions, you’ll find that you don’t have 

to become an expert question scientist to start to see some general categories of questions—it will 

suffice to be a curious question detective. We outline a few of those categories below in a format 

that you could deploy for a small-group study, enlisting your participants as fellow detectives to 

identify questions in the Lenten texts and to ask what they do. 

The taxonomy below is one we designed especially for this series. It isn’t intended for the broad 

field of erotetics. To build it, we drew our question examples directly from the scripture texts of the 

Revised Common Lectionary for Lent in Year A. We wanted a lectionary-based taxonomy useful for 

people in ministry contexts.  
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As we put together the taxonomy below, we sometimes used erotetic terms to identify our question 

types. More often, though, we chose names we thought would help you intuit the type’s function. 

We also included examples of each question type from the Lenten lectionary texts. We could have 

used some examples in more than one category (though we didn’t!). And you may disagree with the 

way that we typed some of these questions. That’s perfectly okay with us. This table is not all-

inclusive or authoritative. Questions can slip between categories, and there are plenty more question 

categories than what we identify here. What other categories will you and your congregation create 

in order to hold Lent’s questions, and the questions about questions, that they inspire? 

Question Type: Open Question 

 
Definition: 

The asker poses a question and they really want to know the answer, whatever it might be. 

These questions often begin with a wh- or with how…but not all wh- questions are open. In 

this series, we also call these Curious Questions, or Learning Questions. 

Examples: 
Nicodemus’ question to Jesus: “How can these things be?” (John 3:9, Lent 2A) 

The woman’s question to Jesus: “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of 

Samaria?” (John 4:9, Lent 3A) 

The woman’s question to Jesus: “Where do you get that living water?” (John 4:11, Lent 3A) 

Considerations: 
Is the asker asking this question for their own benefit (they want to learn!) or to better 

understand their neighbor (they are curious!)? How does their motivation—understanding 

vs. learning—affect how they respond to the answers they receive? 

Question Type: Multiple-choice Question 

 
Definition: 

The asker poses a question that has a fixed set of replies that the responder has to choose 

between. These are sometimes called closed questions, because the number of possible 

answers is limited. Yes-no questions are this type of question. 

Examples: 
The disciples to Jesus: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

(John 9:2, Lent 4A) 

Jesus to Pilate: “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” (John 18:34, 

Good Friday A) 

Pilate to the crowd: “Whom do you want me to release for you? Jesus Barabbas or Jesus 

who is called the Messiah?” (Matthew 27:17, Passion Sunday A) 

Pilate to Jesus: “Are you the King of the Jews?” (Matthew 27:11, Passion Sunday A) 
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Considerations: 
What impact does it have to limit the answers available to the person who responds? Does 

the responder resist these limits? If so, what effect does that have on the scene? 

Question Type: Deceptive Question 

 
Definition: 

The asker poses a question that’s meant to mislead. 

Examples: 
The serpent’s question to Eve: “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” (Genesis 3:1, Lent 1A) 

Judas to Jesus: “Surely not I, Rabbi?” (Matthew 26:25, Passion Sunday A) 

Considerations: 
What doubts is this question trying to introduce? Does it work? How does the answerer 

resist or fall into the deception? 

Question Type: Staging Question 

 
Definition: 

The asker poses a question so that they can then answer it themselves.  

This is also called an anthypophoric question. 

Examples: 
“I lift my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? My help comes from the Lord, 

who made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2, Lent 2A) 

“For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.’” (Romans 4:3, Lent 2A) 

Considerations: 
Why does the asker formulate these as questions rather than statements? What would 

happen if there was a pause between the question and the answer? How might the audience 

fill in the gap? 

[THE REST OF THIS SECTION IS ABRIDGED] 

QUESTIONS IN TRANSLATION [NOT INCLUDED IN SAMPLE] 

WHY SO MANY QUESTIONS IN THE BIBLE? [NOT INCLUDED IN 
SAMPLE] 
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INDEX OF QUESTIONS  
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY, LENT AND EASTER, YEAR A 

Justin Kosec 

 

As we note in the Questions, Translated section, there are hundreds of questions in the Bible. That 

section gives you some handholds for understanding the types of questions you’ll find in this 

season’s biblical selections from the lectionary. But even a good taxonomy of questions (if there is 

such a thing!) is different from a catalog that can show the full range of questions. That’s what this 

is: an index of every question that appears in the selected Revised Common Lectionary readings for 

Lent Year A.  

The Scope 
Barn Geese Worship’s Preachers’ Notes draw most heavily on one selected longer reading from the 

season. With the exception of the first Sunday in Lent and the Palm/Passion readings from 

Matthew, we center our focus on the longer stories in the Gospel of John. Here, though, we’ve 

cataloged every question—not just from the gospels, but also from the Hebrew Bible and the epistle 

readings, too.  

How the Questions Are Organized 
Within each Sunday, we’ve arranged questions by the person asking them and provided some brief 

notes so you can understand the context. In our Questions, Translated section we explain that it’s 

often important to understand whom a question addresses, so we’ve identified that person, too. 

Why Haven’t You Categorized These? 
If this is really an index, why haven’t we sorted the questions by type, especially if we went through 

all that trouble of identifying different question types in our taxonomy?  

The answer is pretty simple, if a little cagey. Our categories are not not definitive. We’re making an 

interpretive choice, and you may or may not agree with it. As you learn about the different types of 

questions, you may decide for yourself that a particular question doesn’t belong in such-and-such 

category. Alternatively, you may expect it belongs in one category, look for it there, and discover 

that we have assigned it a different type without explanation. Or you may just really not even care at 

all, so why clutter it up? 

We’re just giving you the questions. You can decide what to do with them from there. 
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How Do I Use This Resource? 

• If you find yourself attracted to a type of question, this can help you expand your research 

beyond the texts we’ve chosen for commentary.  

• If you’re intrigued by a particular question, you can see if anyone else has asked this kind of 

question elsewhere in the season. (This is how we noticed that Pilate asks Jesus the same 

question that God asks Eve: “What have you done?” [Genesis 3:13; John 18:35)  

• Track how individual characters use questions in the same the reading. How do their 

questions change as the conversation evolves? 

• Compare how different characters use questions throughout the same reading. 

• If you’re going beyond just the one longer reading we’ve focused on each week, you can 

recognize what other kinds of questions your congregation will hear. 

• Look at each week’s readings for the types of questions you currently hear in your context. 

The sky’s the limit. In our own practice, we found ourselves referring to this index constantly 

through our own preparation. What will you find when you dig further into these questions? 

 

FEBRUARY 22, ASH WEDNESDAY 

Questions posed by the prophet 

“Who knows whether [God] will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind [God], a grain-

offering and a drink-offering for the Lord, your God?” (Joel 2:14)  

“Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” (Joel 2:17) 

These questions are posed rhetorically by the prophet, who is trying to get the people to take 

heart, don’t give up, see the day of the Lord as a gift and opportunity. Note the nested 

question: “Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

Questions posed by God through the prophet 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” (Isaiah 58:3) 

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to 

let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and 

bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide 

yourself from your own kin?” (Isaiah 58:6-7) 

---THE REST OF THE INDEX IS NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SAMPLE--- 
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MAKING USE OF LONGER READINGS IN WORSHIP 

IN LENT 2023, YEAR A 
Victoria Larson and Justin Kosec 

INTRODUCTION 
If you haven’t yet noticed that the gospel readings in Lent Year A are significantly longer than 

average, consider this your official notice: you will read entire chapters of the gospel aloud in 

worship, and sometimes even more (we’re looking at you, Palm/Passion Sunday). 

When using lectionary readings in worship, sometimes it’s wise to narrow focus, especially when 

those readings are lengthy. For instance, you may already omit challenging readings you will not 

address in your preaching. But in Lent Year A of the Revised Common Lectionary, this practice 

requires significant tradeoffs. Tightly focusing on a single reading or a single question might provide 

some clarity, but it also crops out the larger picture. Dialogue with Jesus often presents a larger 

picture of both Jesus and the human conversation about God, especially in John. 

Reading the whole story is the only way to see the delicate interplay between question and answer, to 

grasp the subtext, or to understand how stakes change as the conversation evolves. 

OUR CHALLENGE TO YOU 
Each week we have spotlighted one longer reading from the lectionary. In Lent 1A, this reading 

comes from Genesis. In all other weeks, we focus on the assigned lectionary reading from the 

Gospel of John. 

We encourage you to use these longer readings in their entirety and even, in a few cases, to expand 

beyond the assigned readings. Tell the story. Settle in for the reading. The whole reading. In the 

process, recognize that these longer stories may be the longest section of scripture many people 

have ever heard or read. Just consider this: What do you need to change in your worship practice to 

accommodate these longer readings? 

Perhaps time is no obstacle in your worship service, and your scripture readers are mellifluous 

masters. In that case, just give them the text and go. But if your congregation is like most 

congregations, you’ll need more practical suggestions for including readings as long as these for six 

straight Sundays in a row.  

The simplest suggestion is this: carve out space for these longer readings by eliminating your other 

scripture readings for the day. Let one story speak for itself. Beyond that, recognize that listening to 

and understanding longer readings can pose a challenge for worshipers. Variation in your readings 

and in the styles you use to present scripture will give worshipers an excellent handhold for digesting 

these longer stories. 
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This guide provides such variety by offering six different options for presenting the scripture: 

1. Two readers 

2. Two readers and a presider 

3. Change of translation (we provide The Voice translation as a suggested alternative) 

4. Radio drama or readers’ theatre 

5. One presider and one reader, with other parts assigned to the worshiping assembly 

6. Reading as liturgical framework 

We frame these suggestions around the six Sundays in Lent, and we’ll tell you why we paired each 

method with its reading, as described below. This guide isn’t meant to dictate the only way to 

present a reading on its respective Sunday. Rather, our goal is to provide you with a menu of 

options, with detailed examples. Perhaps one or two methods seem particularly well suited to your 

context, and you will decide to use them throughout the season. Perhaps you decide to use all six 

methods, but switch the stories with which you use them. The practical considerations of your 

context will drive your decision-making as well as your own sense of what methods will best support 

your community’s connection with the biblical texts.  

 

  



 

11 

 

March 19, Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Suggested text: John 9:1-41 

Suggested form: Radio drama or readers’ theatre 

This edition: Adapted from NRSV by Justin Kosec 

The idea:  
This is a longer passage with many different dialogue parts. Because the individual spoken parts are 

not terribly long, they do not require gifted actors to read. Yet because there are so many of these 

parts (nine in total!), you might struggle to recruit enough people who can dedicate themselves to 

providing this reading on Sunday morning, especially if your church provides multiple services on a 

Sunday morning. Because of that, we suggest recruiting a number of these people ahead of time and 

prerecording this reading as a readers’ theatre or radio drama. If you prerecord this piece, a presider 

can direct the action in the room. Note the script gives the congregation the opportunity to 

participate by reading dialogue from a screen; modify to suit your particular context.  

Due to the length and complexity of this narrative, listeners can easily lose their place in this reading. 

To anchor them throughout, we have made this reading participatory. The listeners play the part of 

the man born blind. To do this in the congregation setting, you will need to provide the words on a 

screen or in a bulletin/handout so people can fully participate. 

 
Invitation to the Reading 

The pastor reads this to introduce the scripture. 

PASTOR.  

Each Sunday in Lent, we dwell in one longer reading from scripture to hear the exchange of 

dialogue between God and God’s people. This Sunday, we read the story of a man born blind but 

healed by Jesus, and we hear his community struggle with question after question in the wake of this 

miraculous healing. We invite you to participate in this reading in a different way: We invite you to 

play the part of the man born blind. Use your imagination today to place yourself into this reading, 

even if you are not a man, or not an adult, or not blind. If you are sighted, close your eyes, and keep 

them closed for the first half of the reading. When you open your eyes, you will have a part in the 

dialogue, and you will find the words on the screen. 

 Go ahead and close your eyes now. 

  

READER.  

We hear God’s voice in scripture, preaching, song, and prayer. 
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PRESIDER.  

Imagine yourself leaving behind the body you inhabit now. Many, many years ago, you were born a 

little boy without sight. You grew up in the same town where you live now: a place with sandy 

streets and hot summer days. You know every step of your city, all its sounds and smells, the voices 

of all its people.  

  

Now, you are fully grown, a man. But you are still blind. The town has not changed, but perhaps 

your parents have. They still live. But they do not take care of you as they did when you were a boy; 

they expect you to make ends meet on your own. There are no jobs for blind men. So every day, you 

make your way down to the roadside. And there, you beg for money while you sit on the curb. 

  

READER.  

One day, as you sit on the roadside, you hear a small crowd approaching. They stop near you. This is 

unusual. Nobody ever stops to talk to you. But they haven’t stopped to talk to you at all. 

  

DISCIPLE.  

Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? 

  

READER.  

This was not the first time people had gossiped about you as though you were not there. Their 

teacher responded.  

  

JESUS.  

Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 

him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can 

work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 

  

READER.  

As this person speaks, you hear him draw closer. You recognize his voice. He is the one they call 

Jesus. His clothing rustles as he kneels beside you. He is very close to you now. He spits; you hear 

his hands rubbing together; then he leans over you. He touches your face. His hands are gentle. He 

wipes something into your eyes: mud, warm and wet. You can smell the earth on your face. It dries 

quickly, stiff and brittle.  

  

JESUS.  

Go, wash in the pool of Siloam. 

---THE REST OF THIS READING IS NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SAMPLE--- 
  

  


